
Dear Brothers and Sisters,         April 8, 2020 
 

I hope that you are keeping as healthy as can be and handling things well 
with these difficult times we are currently experiencing. Perhaps our Holy Week 
celebrations seem to have taken a very different turn this year. However, we 
should know that we are not alone as all of our brothers and sisters around the 
world are similarly dealing with this pandemic emergency. As a result of the global 
pandemic caused by COVID-19, for the first time in more than 2000 years of 
history of the Catholic Church, the church will not be able to gather together to 
celebrate Easter. 

 Easter Sunday is the biggest event in Christianity, but this year's 
celebrations will look very different. However, the message of Easter remains the 
same: ‘Jesus is the hope of the world’. Normally, when we think of Easter, we think 
of a time of joy. This year’s Easter, however, seems more like a time of sadness. 
You may be surprised to know that the first Easter started out with sadness as 
well, but the good news is that the sadness turned into victory. It is that victory we 
celebrate on Easter. We need to believe that Jesus has lived and died and risen for 
us. He is the source of our salvation, especially in these difficult times. Jesus carried 
his cross for us and tells us that we need to carry our crosses, no matter how 
difficult they may be. Jesus promises to be with us to share our burdens. Therefore, 
during this unprecedented time, we need to hold tightly to the certain hope that 
we, though utterly unworthy, are the beloved sheep of our Lord’s pasture, and our 
gracious shepherd will never slumber in keeping watch over us. 

 As we are forced, out of love and care, to observe this Holy Week in the 
solitude of our homes, we know that the Holy Spirit is moving through our lives 
and the life of our community, gathering us as God’s people in the unbreakable 
bond of love through our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us pray for one another and pray 
for all the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic and their families during this special 
time. May the risen Christ breathe unto us the Joy of  Hope. 

I wish you all a Joyous Easter, His Hope and Peace. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Christopher Selvaraj Rayappan SAC 
  
  

 
 


