
Saint Thomas Aquinas School 
November 2017 

Important Dates:  
Wednesday, Nov. 8 Remembrance Day Celebration 12:30 

Wednesday, Nov. 8 Jr/Sr High Report Cards go home 

Thursday, Nov 9 PD Day, No School  

Friday, Nov. 10 Day in Lieu, No School 

Monday, Nov. 13 Picture Retakes 

Wednesday, Nov. 15 Jr/Sr High Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Thursday, Nov. 16 Jr/Sr High Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Thursday, Nov. 23 Elementary Report Cards go home 

Friday, Nov. 24 PD Day 

Tuesday, Nov 28 Book Fair begins 

Wednesday, Nov. 29 Elementary Parent-Teacher Interviews/Book Fair 

Thursday, Nov. 30 Elementary Parent-Teacher Interviews/Book Fair 

 

Picture Retake Day… 

Will be on Monday, November 13 at 1:00pm in the Fine Arts Room 

 

Parent-Teacher Interviews… 

*For Jr/Sr High will take place on Wednesday, Nov. 15 and Thursday, Nov. 16 from 

3:40-6:30pm.  Please call the office (6838) to schedule an appointment. 

*Elementary Interviews (K-6) will be pre-scheduled.  They 

will take place on Wednesday, Nov. 29 and Thursday, Nov. 

30 from 3:40-6:30 pm.   

*Your interview time will come home in your child’s report 

card.  If you are unable to attend at your scheduled time, 

please call the office to rearrange your appointment.   

 

2017-18 Yearbook Orders are due ASAP… 

 There are two payment options this year: 

1. Purchase online: Please see the following attached document for the Online Cash 

Parent Instructions or 

2. Pay with cash or cheque: Please print and fill in the attached form, and send the 

payment and form to school. 

If your family does not wish to buy a 2017-18 yearbook, please let your child's teacher 

know, or email Mrs. Appel (tylene.appel@ecacs16.ab.ca).  

Baptism class… 

Tuesday Nov 14th at 7:30 pm church basement. Contact Deb Wagner 780-753-6990. 

 



Awards Celebration… 

On September 15 our school held its annual Jr/Sr High Awards celebration.  School 

trustees Mardy Charlebois and Debra Klein, our superintendent Charlie McCormack, 

and our parish priest Fr. Mahesh along with staff and parents recognized the 

accomplishments of our students.  Categories for awards were:  merit, honours, 

honours with distinction, service, sports, and the governor general award presented to 

Jenna Holman, former graduate of 2017. 

The ceremony was followed by a parent council hosted school BBQ. 

 

News from the Library… 

READ ANYTIME, ANYWHERE 
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school. 

Your support of this literary fundraiser is key to our obtaining new 
books for STA library.  Now more than ever, reading is vital, 
knowing how to read is just the beginning.  Motivating young people 
to keep reading, comprehend what they read and develop the ability 
to think creatively are the end goals.  With your involvement, we can 
inspire children to practice reading and read more often. 
Don’t forget to mark the Book Fair dates on your calendar.  We look 
forward to seeing you during our Scholastic Book Fair and thank 
you, in advance, for supporting this great literary event. Thank you 
for believing in books and the impact of reading on your child’s 
future. 
  

Book Fair Dates/Times: 
  Nov. 28, 8:30-11:45 am    12:45 – 3:30 pm 

Nov. 29 & 30,   8:30 – 11:45 am   12:45 – 6:30 pm 

Location: STA Library 
 

 

We Have eBooks 
OverDrive 

Our Overdrive school platform is a custom website that gives students 24/7 access to 

digital content, which include eBooks and audiobooks.  Students can access titles in 

many different ways: through the OverDrive app, in their browser, on eReaders or MP3 

players.  To find the website follow these instructions: 

 
Go to the STA Website 
Resources 
Students 
Student Links 
Overdrive 
School login is your username/password 

 



Classroom News… 

The Jr. Kindergarten have had a month full of making spooky Halloween crafts and 

learning a bunch of new songs to teach their moms and dads at home! The kids have 

been working hard at cutting on the line and keeping the thumb to the top. We are 

very lucky to have Ashley Paulgaard come into our class to talk about our 

imaginations. Ashley brings in costumes, a special book and a craft for us to make each 

week. We have been ending our day playing outside enjoying the mild weather! 

  

The kindergartners have filled the hallway and classroom with 

haunting crafts this past month! The Five Little Pumpkins and 

Dark Dark Night have been some favourite emergent readers that 

we read; even getting to be illustrators in one! The students have 

been busy learning all about sorting and patterns, shapes and 

continuing with numbers, letters and their sounds. This month 

we had to say good-bye to our classmate Zackary Bugler who 

moved to Grande Prairie.   

 

October has been a busy and exciting month in Grade 1! Students have been learning 

all about our school as part of social studies. We have a class full of outstanding 

readers who are earning lots of prizes for reading so much at school and at home! In 

math, students have mastered creating and extending patterns. Next up, we will be 

focusing on numbers to 20. Our class spent the first part of the month discussing what 

we are thankful for, as we celebrated Thanksgiving. We also created a few 

“spooktacular” art projects just in time for Halloween! Students thoroughly enjoyed 

dressing up for our Halloween party and parading their costumes throughout the 

school.  

 

Excitement in the Grade 2 classroom is building as Halloween quickly approaches!  The 

students have been busy writing descriptive paragraphs about jack-o-lanterns and 

creating some spooky ghostly art!  They have also been polishing up their "banking 

skills", learning how to count various collections of coins!  Skip counting to 100, odd 

and even number recognition, and basic fact recall have been the focus this past 

month in math.  Through narrative stories in social studies, the students have  been 

getting a glimpse of what the land and climate is like in three very diverse regions of 

Canada . . . Nunavut, the prairie provinces, and New Brunswick. They have also 

enjoyed learning about the stories of creation and the first disciples of Jesus in our 

weekly religion classes.  

 

October has been busy as always in grade three.  Learning about the countries of 

India, Tunisia, Peru and Ukraine is very interesting and new for the students in Social 

Studies. We wrapped up our Flat Stanley novel study at the beginning of this month. 

The students created their own Flat Stanleys and mailed them to a friend or relative in 

a different part of Canada or the world. We are off to a great start with our new 

writing program this year.  The students are working hard on adding elaborative 

details to their written work. Place value and counting money has been our focus in 

math.  Using manipulatives has been a fun and beneficial way to learn for the grade 



threes.   Halloween always brings lots of excitement to the grade three classroom. The 

highlight this Halloween was making our very own “Halloween Selfies” and the 

elementary Halloween dance. Remembrance Day is just around the corner so there’s 

lots to look forward to in the next month. 

 

The Grade 4 class has been busy this month.  We have 12 students in 

our 144 Club!  Way to crush those times tables!  The students are 

enjoying working on their string art crosses with the Grade 9 religion 

class.  In math, we have been working on rounding and adding and 

subtracting 2 and 3 digit numbers.  In science, we are finishing up our 

recycling unit by doing skits in the classroom about an arrowhead that is 

recycled through many, many years.  To begin October, the students 

went out to our landfill, to see how much we truly do recycle and see 

how a landfill works!  It was a great trip!  Thanks to Darren for teaching 

us how our landfill works and Jonathan Waehrer for driving the bus out there.  In 

social, we have been learning about our renewable and non-renewable resources in 

Alberta.  The students have been making a pamphlet about renewable energy sources 

and the advantages and disadvantages of them.  We are looking at solar power, pig 

power, and wind power.  In ELA, we have been reading for information, making many 

words in spelling, and learning about proper writing structure in both writing and 

grammar.  The students are looking forward to bowling and Halloween to end 

October! 

 

In November the Grade 5 students will start to really get their hands dirty. They will be 

starting the hands-on Science Unit Mechanisms Using Electricity where they will be 

building circuits, pulleys, and electric cars! The students will be refining their 

expository writing in ELA and will be immersing themselves in the Great Lakes - St. 

Lawrence Lowlands Region of Canada. We will be diving into the important life skills of 

Multiplication & Division in Math and learning all about Personal Safety in Wellness. 

We will be doing our major project in Music; Music Through the Decades and we have 

a wealth of Art activities to expand our creative knowledge. In Religion we will be 

working to better understand the Sacrament of Baptism and the Eucharist. There is 

plenty to do and plenty to learn come November! 

 

For the month of November the grade 6’s will be 

starting to experiment with different objects in 

flight. We are brushing up on our mental math 

skills to prepare us for word problems that we 

will be tackling this month. We are learning 

about how the social structure of Ancient Athens 

compares to ours here in Canada. As we review 

our sentence and grammar skills we are beginning to be reading comprehension 

gurus! We have excellent helpers in this class that help to maintain the schools 

recyclables. We are excited and looking forward to the month ahead.  

 



Extra-Curricular… 

The Jr. Girls Tier 1 team had a busy month with four league games and three 

tournaments on their schedule. The team remains undefeated in their league. They 

earned first place with a strong finish at the PPS tournament recording 12 wins and 3 

lost sets for the day. On Oct. 21 STA placed third in a very competitive tournament at 

Macklin. The girls have shown great improvement this month and are looking forward 

to a strong finish. 

The Grade 7&8 Tier 2 girls’ team has competed 3 

tournaments to date with good results for the 

steadily improving team.  They were finalists in the 

Tier 2 division of the STA tournament, finished 5th 

at the Provost Public T1 tournament and finished 

1st at the Marwayne T2 tournament.  Their final 

tournament of the season is this weekend at the 

annual Spooktacular tournament in Vermillion 

STA Art Club Starting Soon!! 

The STA Art Club for students in Grades 2 

to 6 will be starting up November 6th for 

an 18th straight year of fun and 

creativity!   

For students interested: please get an Art 

Club form from your classroom teacher- 

they are out on Friday, October 27th and 

the first 25 students with their form AND 

money in to their classroom teacher, Mrs. Olson or Mr. Tameling will be accepted.   

As in past years, Art Club this year will be after school in the Art Room every Monday 

from 3:30 to 4:30 PM, beginning Monday, November 6th, 2017 and continuing 

to Monday, February 5th, 2018.  We can't wait to see you and to get started having 

fun while creating amazing pieces of art!  See you soon! 

Mr. Tameling and Mrs. Olson 

 

 

The STA juggling club is up and running again for the year. 

The students gather in the fine arts room at noon to learn 

how to juggle and learn new tricks after they are able to 

juggle. Balls, rings, scarves, and pins are just a few of the 

objects that the students juggle. They meet Tuesday and 

Thursday at noon. In Grade 7, eight out of fifteen students 

are already official jugglers. Over half of the students from 

grade 7 to 12 at STA can juggle!!! To become an official 

juggler, you must be able to complete 20 throws 

consecutively.  


