
Saint Thomas Aquinas School 
February 2018 

 
Important Dates… 
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Organizational Day, No School 
Thursday, Feb. 1 No Classes-PD Day 
Friday, Feb. 2  No Classes-PD Day 
Monday, Feb. 5 First Day of Semester 2, Jr/Sr Report Cards go home 
Friday, Feb. 9  Bazaar 7:00pm-9:00pm 
February 10-14 Lenten Mission 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Breakfast 8:00am 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 Ash Wednesday Mass  
Mon. Feb. 19  Family Day Holiday 

 
Bazaar... 
It is once again time for our Annual STA Bazaar.  Food slips 
were sent home with the youngest in the family.  If you 
did not receive one please call or email the office.   
*Please note: If the youngest in the family is in Grade 10, 
11 or 12, you will not be receiving a food slip. 
Thank-you in advance to all the families for bringing in 
your food items.  We could not have a successful Bazaar 
without your help! 

*Reminder that if you have any items for the flea market table, please bring them to the 
school library by Thursday, Feb. 8.   
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DOORS WILL NOT OPEN UNTIL 6:55 PM 
 
Shrove Tuesday… 
Pancake Breakfast will be in the Church basement on Tuesday, February 13 beginning at 8:00 
am. Everyone is welcome.  A silver collection will be taken.   All students are asked to attend as 
the doors to the school will be locked until 8:45 am. 
 
Ash Wednesday Mass… 
will be held on Wednesday, February 14 at 1:00 p.m. with Fr. Robbie McDougall as celebrant. 
 
Co-op Recycling… 
For every, and any shopping bag you reuse at your local Cornerstone Co-op (Wainwright), 

three cents is donated to the school division breakfast programs. 
Our School encourages everyone to reuse their current plastic bags or use 
any recyclable bags when shopping! 
Bags for Breakfast is a proud part of Co-op’s overall commitment to social, 
environmental and community sustainability. 
By bridging recycling with school-breakfast programs, they’re working hard 
to reduce the impact on the environment, while increasing the impact on 
our communities. 
Co-op is, and always will be, there. 



 
Thank You… 
Thank you to all the parents who assisted with our Student Union Turkey 
Dinner this year.  We truly appreciate all the people who donated their 
time and effort in preparing food and helping in the kitchen.  We couldn't 
have this wonderful school wide event without your generosity.  There 
are still a few dishes/pans left from that day to be picked up in the 
kitchen.  Please ask your child to pick it up or stop in anytime to get 
it.  Thanks again. 
 
St. Mary’s Parish… 
A Lenten Mission will be held From February 10-14 at St. Mary’s Church.  Father Robbie 
McDougall will be facilitating this mission.  The theme for his talks is “Building Parish 
Community through Prayer, Reconciliation, Eucharist, and the Gifts found in each member of 
the parish”.  Sessions will be held each evening from 7-8:15 p.m. followed by gathering and 
refreshments after.  Everyone is welcome to attend! 
 
Classroom News… 
The Jr. Kindergarten started the New Year learning the first few letters of the alphabet! We 
added in some colours that went with the letter of the day too. Letter A we made green 
alligators, for B we wore blue and made blue birds, letter C we created cows, and D was 
dazzling yellow ducks! The Jr.K were so excited to play in the ‘big’ gym while the big kids go 
skating. They love running laps and playing ‘Big A, Little a’! The students are enjoying the new 
additions to our centers that were donated by Provost ECD High 5 Coalition. New centers are 
always a hit! We are even getting outside now that the weather is warmer! 
 
The extremely cold weather fit right in with the Kindergarten’s Arctic unit that we started in 
the New Year! We have been chatting about animals that live in the arctic, their babies, and 
how they survive in the cold weather. The Kindergarten class has worked hard on their animal 
crafts to decorate the hallway! I am proud to state that the Kindergarten kids received their 
certificate for having learned all the letters of the alphabet!! We had a celebration to mark the 
occasion where we read Chicka Chicka Boom Boom and decorated our own palm tree with 
each student’s special letter. Our Mondays now end with skating at the rink. The kids are 
working hard and will be zipping around the rink by March!  
 

The grade one’s have had a busy start to 2018! In math, 
they have learned many strategies to help them add 
and subtract. Our class is becoming very quick at our 
weekly “mad minutes”. In social studies, we are 
learning about different types of communities, and also 
talking about our own. In our writing class, students 
have been learning how to write their opinions and also 
add detail to sentences. We’ve been talking a lot about 
the four food groups and making healthy choices. We 
have also been enjoying monthly visits from baby Shea 
as part of our “Roots of Empathy” program. Our class is 
very much looking forward to soon celebrating our 
100th day of school!  
 



Brrrr!  Even though it's chilly outdoors, the Grade 2 classroom has really heated up with some 
great learning this month!  To kick off the New Year, the students wrote personal goals for 
2018!  They have also been working on calendar and measurement skills in math and have 
learnt how to measure and estimate various objects using non-standard units like paper clips 
and snap cubes.  In science, the class had fun building paper cups out of different types of 
materials and testing these for their waterproof qualities.  They have learnt about the 
four techniques for effective story beginnings and have had practice writing some of their very 
own.  The students were also very excited to begin an author-study on Robert Munsch!  They 
have been reading many of his books and have just written letters to the famous children's 
author!  The students have shown their artistic and creative sides, too . . . the classroom walls 
are filled with snowman art and winter scene collages!  In between all of this learning, the 
students have donned their skates and helmets to practice their skating skills at the local 
arena! 
 
The grade three class started 2018 off with a bang! Story writing is a major focus for the 
upcoming months, with a focus on writing suspenseful segments in January. The students 
wrapped up their Author/Novel Study on “A to Z Mysteries” and will soon start reading away 
on “Geronimo Stilton” novels. Watching students develop an interest in a series is always so 
exciting. “Hands on” activities have been perfect for the month of January. Measurement is 
the unit we started working on in Math. The students enjoy measuring and weighing different 
objects around the school. In Science the students wrapped up their “Building with a Variety 
of Materials” unit, which has been a big hit! We are looking forward to February with its 
longer days and exciting activities that come along with Groundhog’s Day, Valentine’s Day and 
the 100th Day of School! 
 
The Grade 4 class had a great Christmas break, filled with family visits, toys, 
and outside fun!  In school we are getting back into the swing of things.  In 
science, we have been working on our unit on building things.  We started 
off by making a waterwheel out of everyday materials.  Our next project is a 
speed roller that they will race against each other.  In social studies we are 
learning about why people in the past wanted to move to Alberta.  Right 
now we are focusing on the fur trade and Metis, British, and Francophone 
people.  In math, we have been learning to tell time on analog clocks and 24 hour clocks.  This 
unit also teaches area.  In ELA we started our novel study on Mice at Center Ice.  The students 
are loving this book and seeing the connections that it makes to the NHL.    It is hard to believe 
that we are half way through the year! 
 
The grade fives are quite excited for the arrival of semester 2 as we will be wrapping up Music 
and starting Drama!!! We will be learning in greater detail about the region of Canada we live 
in - the Interior Plains. We will be experimenting with Acids, Bases, and Carbon Dioxide, 
finishing up by building classroom Volcanoes and watching them erupt. In ELA we are starting 
to get our creative juices flowing for our Narrative Writing and in Math we are focusing on 
another important life skill; Division. Wellness will be teaching us how to work with and relate 
to others better and in Religion we are looking at the themes of Justice and Welcoming. We 
welcome yet another month in our wonderful learning journey. 
 
 

  HAPPY FAMILY DAY 



For the Month of January the grade 6 class is exploring the depths of our solar system. They 
are understanding how constellations work and how to find them in the night sky. In math we 
are crushing those pesky interior angles that are in triangles and quadrilaterals. Ela we are 
beginning to master noun/ verb agreements and introduce those into our expository writing 
assignments. The charter of rights and freedoms is starting to make sense for us in grade 6. 
We are really appreciating all the things were are allowed to do as Canadians! We cannot wait 
for February to start as this begins the second half of the school year. 
 
 
Extra Curricular… 

Congratulations to the junior boys’ basketball team for a fantastic start 
to the year. They currently have 4 wins and 3 losses and are on a 3 game 
winning streak.  Two weekends ago they captured first place in the Macklin 
Tournament. It is the second consecutive year they have won that 
tournament! There is 5 grade 9 players: Christian Agcaoili, Carter Ganser, 
Colton Ganser, Randy Kardos, and Evan Paulgaard. The grade 8 players are 
Riley Bodnarchuk, Jake Heinrich, Landon Johnson, Alex Klein, Kaydan 
Lyman, Deegan Sieben, and Laine Paulgaard. The grade 7 players are 
Mason Ganser, Noah Heinrich, Ethan Joy, and Carter Wirachowsky 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Mr. 
Mercer for winning the 2018 
STA Intramural Basketball 
21 Championship! 
 

 


