
Saint Thomas Aquinas School 
 December 2018 

Important Dates: 
Friday, Nov. 30  Advent Mass 9:00am 
Monday, Dec. 17  Red/Green Day 
Wednesday, Dec. 19  Christmas Sweater/Hat Day 
Thursday, Dec. 20  Christmas Concert (7pm) 
    Dress Rehearsal (1 pm)   
Friday, Dec. 21   Christmas Mass (9am)/ Formal Day 
    Students’ Union Turkey Dinner (11:45am) 
    Last day of classes before Christmas Break 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2019  First day of classes 
        
Christmas Concert: 
Please join our Jr. K-Gr. 6 classes for our annual Christmas Concert.   
It will be at 7:00 pm on Thursday, December 20.  Everyone is invited! 
 
Friday, December 21... 
The day will begin with our school Christmas Mass at the church. (9am) Then, the Grades One and Ten 
classes will reenact the nativity story. 
   

The Students’ Union will once again host their annual Christmas Dinner.  
 Lunch will begin at 11:45am.  The cost will be $3.00-elementary students,  
$4.00-Gr. 7-12 students and a silver collection for the adults.  Payment can be 
made online from Dec. 3-Dec. 19 or sent in to the homeroom teacher. 
Please join the students and staff for a fantastic meal before our Christmas break. 

 
**We will be asking for volunteers in grades 7-12 to help provide food items.  If any parents are 
willing to stuff, roast, and cut a turkey for us, we would truly appreciate it (turkeys are 
provided). If you can help out, please contact Mrs. Bouma.  In December, we will also have some 
spirit days:  Dec 17 is Red/Green Day, Dec 19 is Christmas sweater/Christmas hat day, and Dec 
21 is Formal Day.  
 
Christmas Gift... 
All students are asked to bring a loonie or toonie as a Christmas gift for 
Fr. Jean-Claude.  Please hand in to your homeroom teacher by Wednesday, December 19. 
 
Food Hamper… 
All students are asked to donate an item to the food bank.  Items can be given to their homeroom 
teacher by Wednesday, December 19. 
 
 
 



Exam Schedule... 
The January Exam Schedule for Grades 10-12 is attached.  It can also be found on our website:  
http://sta.ecacs16.ab.ca/ 
 

 
Congratulations… 
To Mrs. Olson and her husband!  
They had a baby girl, Ava, on November 7, 2018. 
 

 
Classroom News… 
The Jr. Kindergarten have been busy this month! They celebrated ‘red’ day and made a 
Canadian flag to get ready for Remembrance Day. Each student crafted a winter snow globe, a 
‘beary’ special crown to wear on our teddy bear day and they finished the month with a 
Christmas tree craft to get in the holiday spirit. The Jr. K class have started to practice their 
Christmas concert piece; which will be extra special this year because we are going to combine 
with the grade 1 class. 

Hibernation is not an option for the Kindergarteners this year! We have had a month jammed 
packed with bear crafts and activities. The very end of our bear month is celebrated with a 
Teddy Bear Picnic where they get to wear their PJs and bring their favourite stuffy.  The 
students enjoyed getting to create life-sized versions of themselves and setting them out for 
moms and dads to see at interviews. The kindergartens did not forget to do some learning 
along with all the fun they were having. We have got to number 8 and know 17 letters. Now to 
bring some Christmas Cheer! 

Grade 1 has been very busy!  We are working on "Senses".  Students are really enjoying this 
unit in Science!  In Math, we are beginning a new Unit: Addition and Subtraction to 12".   Their 
printing is coming along nicely and they've just completed their first booklet and have started 
the second one.  They made lovely Remembrance Day wreaths that have been displayed 
outside our classroom door.  We have a very busy month coming up!    

The snowy, chilly days of winter are upon us but learning in the grade two classroom has really 
heated up this November!  The students have had fun writing about their favorite things of the 
season and have created some colorful “snow children” in art class.  They have been practicing 
their money skills in math and have learnt how to express a 2-digit number in various ways.  
Through experiments in science, the students have also been learning about evaporation, 
condensation, and the water cycle.  They have also packed their suitcases and have taken a 
virtual flight to Meteghan, Nova Scotia to learn all about the Acadian people who live in this 
small fishing community in our social studies classes.  A visit from Fr. Jean-Claude was a real 
highlight for the kids . . . they enjoyed asking him questions and teaching him how to play 
Bingo, a class favorite!  Talking about the upcoming church season of Advent and creating some 
eye-catching poppy art to celebrate Remembrance Day are some of the other things we’ve 

Welcome… 
To Mrs. Lauinger who 
has now been teaching 
Grade 1!  

 

http://sta.ecacs16.ab.ca/


packed into this busy month!  We are looking forward to December and the exciting 
activities and school events that are part of the Christmas season!  
 
The grade’s 3 had transformed as full times this month. We have become snow-people to write 
stories from their perspective. The students have also become engineers in our building with a 
variety of materials science unit. We have looked at both the Peruvian and Tunisian cultures 
and looking forward to the Ukrainian and Indian cultures next. We are starting addition and 
subtraction strategies for bigger numbers. We have also created some artwork to work with 
their writing projects. What a fun filled month it has been! 
 
The Grade 4 class has had a busy November.  The students and parents surprised Miss Yeo with 
cake and treats for her birthday.  It was a wonderful afternoon!  In ELA the students are focused 

on reading for details.  In grammar the students are learning how to 
stop writing run on sentences and writing full sentences instead of 
fragments.  Their handwriting is fantastic!  In science, the students 
are learning about simple machines such as the wheel and axle, 
fixed pulley, movable pulley, and the 3 different classes of levers.  In 
social we have been learning about the First Nation People of 
Alberta and where they lived.  Did you know they relied on the 
buffalo and trees for many of their necessities of life?  In math the 
students are flying through their times tables.  We are starting a 
unit on different ways to multiply, and we will soon start on 
division.  The students are looking forward to their Christmas 
concert piece.  They are also excited about the book fair this week! 
 

As we enter the Advent season, the grade fives will be learning all about its special importance 
and traditions. We will be starting to tackle the important mathematical foundations of 
Multiplication and Division. We will be starting Chemistry in December along with Human 
Reproduction, Persuasive Writing, and the all-important Christmas Concert Planning! It may be 
getting colder outside but things are heating up in the classroom! 
 
For the month of December the grade 6’s will be starting to look at our solar system and 
understand a little more about our universe. In the month ahead we will be working with those 
dreaded Decimals in math and learning how to conquer them with ease. We as a class are 
learning about how the Iroquois Confederacy was developed and its many importance’s to 
Canada. The month of December is going to fly by as Holiday season is upon us. Happy holidays 
and a have a wonderful New Years’ from all of us in the Grade 6 class! 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas! 



 
Principal’s Message… 
 
 
 
Dear St. Aquinas School Community, 

On behalf of the entire St. Thomas Aquinas staff, we want to wish the entire community 
a most joyous and Merry Christmas, and a healthy and prosperous New Year, and all the 
best for 2019! 

We hope the Christmas break provides you and your families some time to reflect upon 
the spirit of the season, and to keep those who are in need foremost in our thoughts and 
prayers. It is also a wonderful opportunity to find peace in our hearts with our family 
and friends, looking to the birth of Christ Jesus, as our inspiration. 

We look forward to the New Year with anticipation and 
excitement for the educational opportunities and 
activities at St. Thomas Aquinas School.  Classes will 
resume on January 7th, 2019 

Mr. L. Ellchuk 

 

 

 


